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of the Orthodox Church in Russia pronounced these words. Many stupendous
events have come io pass which have radically changed the outlook of many
people, but he who spoke them has steadfastly remained true to his confession.
On 25 February, 1901, in holy Trinity Cathedral of the Alexander Ncvsky
Monastery, the consecration of Archimandrite Sergius as Bishop of Yamburg
took place. After having been Rector of the Petersburg Spiritual Academy
for more than four years, Bishop Sergius in 1905 received the high appointment
of Archbishop of Finland. From 1906 he was called to sit in the Holy Synod,
where he afterwards presided over the educational committee and devoted
himself to the correction of the text of the service-books.
After the revolution Archbishop Sergius participated actively in the work of
the All-Russian Church Council of 1917-18 and occupied successively the sees
first of Vladimir and later of Nizhny-Novgorod. Jn the Council he was raised
to the rank of Metropolitan.
In 1925 the administration of the Russian Church passed, in accordance
with the will of Metropolitan Peter the then Acting Patriarch., to the Metro-
politan Sergius.
On 14-27 April, 1934, the Metropolitan Sergius, in view of his position as
leading hierarch of the Russian Church, assumed, by a decision of the Patri-
archal Holy Synod and of the entire episcopate of the Russian Church, the title
of "Most Holy Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna", with theright to wear
two panagiyas.
The celebration of this event took place on 19 April (2 May). This day was
a great celebration for the Russian Orthodox Church, It centred round the
Bogoyavlensky Cathedral in Moscow, and 20 bishops, 44 priests and 15
deacons took part in the celebration of the Holy Liturgy. The service was
attended by an enormous concourse of the Orthodox of Moscow.
On this day the Metropolitan Sergius officiated in the cathedral for the first
time not only as head of the Russian Orthodox, but also as angel and father of
the Moscow Church.
After the conclusion of the Liturgy, Alexis, Metropolitan of Leningrad,
spoke for the bishops. "This numerous Council of all ranks of the Church has
come together with feelings of deep joy to greet you, our supreme Hierarch
and Father. It is the general decision of the Council of Bishops of our Russian
Orthodox Church that yon should occupy the vacant see of Moscow and should
assume the title of "Most Holy Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna'.
"We have bestowed upon you two panagiyas; the distinctive mark of supreme
hierarchs, recommending you to the care of God and the Most Pure Mother of
the Lord, and therewith we have, as it were, unanimously and with one mind
confirmed your holy leadership and acts in the Russian Orthodox Church, laid
down and defined by the Church Canons."
On 10 March, 1941, Metropolitan Sergius completed forty years' service as
Bishop. This day was commemorated by believers everywhere, and with
particular rejoicing in Moscow. The celebration of the forty years' jubilee is
described by the correspondent Dimitry Ishevsky in his article "The Jubilee
of the Acting Patriarch".
What wisdom, energy and tact have been shown by Metropolitan Sergius
in the preservation of Orthodox Church unity from the schismatics who are
rending Christ's robe! What firmness and presence of mind in his relationship
with the bishops" abroad, and In particular when he makes known the rights of
the Russian Orthodox Church abroad.